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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see Pre-Appeal Brief Request for Review, filed 
January 28, 2010, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-25 under 102(b) 
rejection have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection 
has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made in view of Focsaneanu (US 2004/0034705). 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 2-4,6,8-1 0,1 2,1 4-1 6,1 8-25 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), 
as being of improper dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter 
of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the 
claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in 
independent form. 

With regard to claim 2, claim 1 recites "said at least one access device 
being separate and distinct from said at least one of a plurality of access points" 
and "requesting from said at least one of a plurality of access points a status of 
said at least one access device". Inherently, the step of requesting requires at 
least one messaging. Therefore, claim 2 reciting "said requesting comprises 
sending at least one status request", is inherent and does not further limit the 
subject matter of claim 1. Similarly for claims 8,14,20,24. 

Similarly, claim 1 recites "receiving a response from said at least one of a 
plurality of access points". Inherently, the step of receiving requires at least one 
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messaging. Therefore, claim 3 reciting "receiving [a response] ... at least one 
status reply message" is inherent and does not further limit the subject matter of 
claim 1. Similarly for claims 9,15,21,25. 

Furthermore, claim 4 recites "said at least one discovery message, said at 
least one status request message and/or at least one status reply message". 
Inherently, they are all messages which follow some protocol. Therefore, the 
term "messaging protocol message" is inherent and does not further limit the 
subject matter of claim 1. Similarly for claims 10,16,22. 

With regard to claim 6, claim 1 recites "broadcasting ... to at least one of a 
plurality of access points". Claim 6 recites "broadcasting ... only to one or more 
of said plurality of access points located in a particular subnetwork". Clearly, the 
plurality of access points can be in one or more networks and/or subnetworks. 
Therefore, the term "a particular subnetwork" does not further limit the subject 
matter of claim 1 . Similarly for claims 1 2 and 1 8. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 7 recites a computer-readable medium. However, the medium is 
not defined to exclude transitory media such as signals or transmission media 
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(Signals are non-statutory subject matter, MPEP 2106.IV.A.1). The broadest 
reasonable interpretation of such a medium includes transitory propagating 
signals. Claims 8-12 are also rejected since they depend from claim 7 and 
contain the same deficiency. The 101 rejection can be overcome if 1) the claim 
recites "non-transitory" medium and 2) the specification is amended to recite that 
the medium is "non-transitory" respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Focsaneanu (US 2004/0034705). 

With regard to claims 1,7,13.19,23, Focsaneanu discloses 
broadcasting ("interrogates the other address servers", para. [0070]) 
(See Also "55 Queries All AS's [address servers]" in Fig. 5) at least one 
discovery message ("query signal", para. [0070]) to at least one of a plurality of 
access points (e.g. address server 45) (address servers 44,45,46,47 in Fig. 
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4A and 5, para. [0061]) ("The address server is also provided with network 
communication capabilities para. [0063]); 

receiving a response ("query response signal", para. [0070]) from said 
at least one of a plurality of access points (address server 45), said response 
reporting a presence of at least one access device (e.g. user U6 in Fig. 4A and 
5)("lf address server 45 finds UID6 [user U6] in memory 44', it responds to 
the query para. [0070]) located within a coverage area of said at least one 
of a plurality of access points (responding to a query indicates a 
presence)(See Also US 2004/005859, "respond to the queries to indicate its 
respective presence", para. [0345] and US 2003/0226033, "a response to the 
broadcasting node indicating its presence in the unbounded computing 
space", para. [0037]), said at least one access device (user U6) being separate 
and distinct from said at least one of a plurality of access points (address server 
45); and 

requesting from said at least one of a plurality of access points (e.g. 
address server 47), a status (network address indicates a "connected" 
status, "not connected", "not allowed") of said at least one access device 
(e.g. user U4) located within said coverage area of said at least one of a plurality 
of access points (e.g. if an address server have a network address of a user, 
the query response includes the network address. If an address server 
does not have a network address for user U4, the query response is "not 
connected") ("However, address server 47 does not have a network 
address for user since device is not connected to the network. Address 
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server responds to the query by sending a "not connected" message 
para. [0071]) (See Also "not allowed" , para. [0075]). 

With regard to claims 2,8,14,20,24, Focsaneanu further discloses said 
requesting comprises sending at least one status request message ("query 
signal", para. [0070]). 

With regard to claims 3,9,15,21,25, Focsaneanu further discloses said 
receiving at least one status reply message ("query response signal", para. 
[0070]). 

With regard to claims 4,10,16,22, Focsaneanu further discloses a 
messaging protocol message (query). 

With regard to claims 5,11,17, Focsaneanu further discloses broadcasting 
from a server (e.g. address server 44). 

With regard to claims 6,12,18, Focsaneanu further discloses broadcasting 
to one or more of said plurality of access points ("interrogates the other 
address servers", para. [0070]) {See Also "55 Queries All AS's [address 
servers]" in Fig. 5) (no previous subnetwork is claimed, therefore, one or 
more of these address servers can be located in one or more respective 
subnetwork(s)). 
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Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to BLANCHE WONG whose telephone number 
is (571)272-3177. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday, 830am to 530pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 

/Ayaz R. Sheikh/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2476 

/Blanche Wong/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2476 
June 3, 2010 



